
 

 

 

 

 
Date:    9-23-20 

To:       KNPS Parents 

From:   Jerrod Wheeler 

Re:       Positive COVID-19 Cases - Temporary Shutdown for Some Sports Activities 

Dear Parents: 

As shared in previous communications, the district is committed to sharing open and timely communication, 

including developments related to COVID-19. 

Over the last few days, the district has received reports of five (5) new positive COVID-19 student cases at 

Knob Noster High School, one (1) positive case at Knob Noster Middle School, and two positive employee 

cases at Knob Noster High School.  

Our current protocols are to complete Close Contact tracing and to notify impacted families, prior to sending 

our memo notification to all of our parents.  As a result of the significant scope and time required to complete 

Close Contact tracing for these cases, this memo is not as timely as our prior memos have been. At the end of 

our Close Contact tracing protocols, we now have 45 Middle School students and 96 High School students in 

quarantine as Close Contacts. 

Moving forward, the district will be shifting away from memo notifications and will begin utilizing an online 

dashboard on the district website to report and track cases.  This approach is consistent with what we are seeing 

in many other districts. 

Several of the students who tested positive are members of various sports teams.  Subsequently, many of the 

Close Contacts are members of those teams.  The scope of quarantined students has impacted the ability for 

several teams to safely and effectively function.  Accordingly, we are imposing a temporary suspension of the 

following impacted programs through the end of day on October 4, 2020: HS Cheer, MS and HS Volleyball, 

Softball, and HS Football.  Students who are not in quarantine but who are on these teams should continue 

to report to school as normal. 

Earlier this week, I drafted a memo to Johnson County Community Health Services requesting that the 

rescinded mandatory mask order be reinstated for the public schools of the county.  Our board and I strongly 

believe it is the responsibility of our health agencies to impose health decisions.  While there is much that we do 

not know about potential negative impacts of face coverings, what we do know is the CDC suggests they are 

one of our best tools in preventing the spread of COVID-19.  COVID is our immediate, widespread threat, and 

we need to use all tools available to fight it. We will relay changes following the JCCHS Board meeting 

tomorrow. 

As we embrace this situation, I want to be clear that the scope of impact at this time is based largely on Close 

Contact tracing and quarantine, as required by CDC, Johnson County and Whiteman Public Health.  We have 

mostly mild symptoms or no symptoms with our positive cases, and the majority of students in quarantine are 

currently showing no signs or symptoms. For parents of quarantined students, please continue to carefully 

monitor your students, and please let us know if symptoms develop, or if you choose to complete a COVID-19 

test. 
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As we embrace these challenging developments, we will continue to find strength in the trust, respect, and 

partnership of our parents and community.  This development is not unlike what we have already seen in 

multiple other surrounding schools.  But it does become more real when it hits home.  We will get through this 

together! 

Please continue to reinforce safeguards with your children.  Handwashing, physical distancing, and face 

coverings while in public are some of the simplest and best tools available to help us stay on track. We are 

working hard to keep our kids safe and healthy while also providing a school year that resembles normal to the 

fullest extent possible. 

Should you have any questions or feedback, please feel free to contact me at 660-563-3186 or via email 

at jwheeler@knr8.net.  Thank you again for your ongoing partnership. 

Very Respectfully, 

  

Jerrod Wheeler 
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